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Empty restaurant space next to
Water Tower fetches $15 million
By ALBY GALLUN  $

Photo by Google Earth
110 E. Pearson St.

A Florida investor has paid $15.1 million for an empty
retail space just off North Michigan Avenue, betting it
can boost the value of the property by finding a new
tenant to move there.
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Sterling Organization said a fund it manages acquired
the former home of the Bar Toma and Bistro 110
restaurants at 110 E. Pearson St., a 10,051-square-
foot space just north of the Chicago Water Tower. The
space has been empty since Bar Toma closed in
January 2017.

"We see this high street retail property on Pearson
Street as a rare opportunity to own what could be a
trophy asset with proper execution through strategic
lease up," Brian Kosoy, Sterling managing principal,
president and CEO, said in a statement.

Kosoy was traveling overseas and unavailable for an
interview, according to a Sterling spokeswoman. Palm
Beach, Fla.-based Sterling acquired the property,
which is about a half-block west of Michigan Avenue,
from an affiliate of Chicago-based Levy Restaurants,
which operated Bar Toma and Bistro 110.

Bar Toma took over the space in 2011 after Bistro 110,
which had occupied it for nearly 25 years, shut down.

Sterling is jumping into a Mag Mile market that
remains one of the top shopping strips in the nation,
but has experienced plenty of tenant turnover the last
few years. Crate & Barrel recently closed its flagship
store, which is becoming a Starbucks Reserve
Roastery.​ Ugg recently opened a store in a Mag Mile
space vacated by Swatch's Tourbillon brand. And
Apple moved out of its store at Michigan Avenue and
Huron Street and into a new flagship on the Chicago
River, which just went up for sale.

ADVERTISING

http://oascentral.chicagobusiness.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.chicagobusiness.com/passback/L32/1253324435/x73/crain/CBO_NH_HOUSE@CBO_NH_HOUSE_Illinois-Healthiest-Employers_1017/CBO_NH_HOUSE_Illinois-Healthiest-Employers_1017_600_x73_IMG.jpg/4d7368574e6c71795a77454143686466;zip=US:80113?x
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20170426/NEWS0702/170429912/four-story-starbucks-replacing-crate-barrel-on-mag-mile
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/realestate/20170720/CRED03/170729979/ugg-walks-onto-michigan-avenue
http://www.chicagobusiness.com/realestate/20180320/CRED03/180329981/chicago-investor-seeks-170-million-for-apple-store


3/21/18, 1(54 PMSterling Organization buys former Bar Toma space next to Chicago Water Tower - News - Crain's Chicago Business

Page 3 of 5http://www.chicagobusiness.com/realestate/20180321/CRED03/180329965/sterling-organization-buys-former-bar-toma-space-next-to-chicago

Sterling owns about 9.5 million square feet of property
around the country, mostly retail space. Its Chicago-
area holdings encompass about 1.5 million square feet
and include properties like the Golf Mill Shopping
Center in Niles and the Hawthorne Works shopping
center in Cicero.

CBRE brokers Derrick Almassy and George Good
represented Levy in the sale of 110 E. Pearson.
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